
The Cora DiBrazzà Foundation 
 Presents the 

 Towards Unity Memory Parlor 
Masonic Temple, Philadelphia, July 19, 2023 

Celebrating the 175th anniversary of the Seneca Falls Convention for women’s rights  
 

“’United Together, With an Enlightened Judgment and a Feeling Heart’:  
How American and British Women Spoke Out Against War in 1846” 

 
Wendy E. Chmielewski 

 
Background: 
In the 1840s Great Britain and the United States came close to war over where to place the border between Canada 
and the Oregon Territory (claimed by the US). In 1846 citizens in the two countries exchanged over 30 “Friendly 
Addresses” trying to counter the belligerency of their respective governments. Several of these petitions were 
from women in one country to women in the opposing country. The one surviving Friendly Address, from the 
women of Exeter, England to the women of Philadelphia is housed at the Swarthmore College Peace Collection, 
Swarthmore, PA. 
 
Objective: An examination of how a document, the Exeter Friendly Address of 1846, allows us to understand 
how shifting borders – including those of geography, cultural, social, race, class, and gender – in the mid-1840s 
opened a window for some American and British women to comment publicly on peace, government and foreign 
policy. 
 

 
From the Letter heading the Friendly Address of the women of 
Exeter, England to the women of Philadelphia 

Exeter Friendly Address 



 
Quotation #1: 
 “It may not be within our province to judge of the merits of the question now at issue between our respective 
governments . . .  Let us then, beloved Sisters, unite together . . . in using the influence we possess, which is not 
powerless though exerted chiefly around the domestic hearth. . . . and let us as mothers watch over . ..  our tender 
offspring and point out  . . . that the way to true honour is not through fields of battle, but through the enlightened, 
straight-forward, course of justice and equity.”  
 
Quotation #2: 
“We hold it to be the duty of Women, to look with an attentive eye upon the great events which are 
transpiring around them; in order that with an enlightened judgment, as well as with a feeling heart, 
they may direct the force of their moral influence against the iniquitous spirit of war. Let us, by 
the use of the mighty influences that cluster around the domestic hearth, in the opportunity by the 
wayside, by the pen and the press, bear testimony to the superiority of the law of Christian love 
and Forgiveness, over that of physical force.” 
 
 
From Letter by Lucretia Mott, from the Friendly Address of the women of Philadelphia to the women of Exeter, England, 
1846 
 
Question 1:  
What do these quotations say about the role of women in each country? What are the points of similarity and the 
differences between the two? How do these quotations speak to the role of women participating in peace efforts 
and foreign relations?  
 
Quotation #3: 

“The Oregon question is considered as good as settled.  The South has said there 
shall be no war –and of course there is to be no war.  The object of coupling Oregon 
with Texas . . . was to get Western and Northern votes.  . . . Glad as we are to have 
peace, it is mortifying to be indebted for it to the dictum of the slaveholders, whose 
only object is the better security of their accursed slave system.” 
Mary Grew, Editor of The Pennsylvania Freeman, June 18, 1846, p. 3 
 
 
 

 
 
Question 2: 
While the Friendly Address petitions spoke of unity and common purpose between the British and American 
women, how was the larger context of politics, issues of slavery, and gendered expectations of women’s roles 
also revealed by this campaign against war? 
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